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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones (arrived at 7:36 p.m.), Jennifer Jansen, 

Jay McFadden, Cornel Munteanu, Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.   

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Matt Sheehan, Fire 

Chief, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, 

and Tom Jordan, Economic Development Consultant.  Audience: 3.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Council Work Session of June 1, 2021; Mr. 

Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of June 8, 2021; Mr. 

Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda  

 

Mr. Stibich would like to ask Council to amend the agenda and allow Mr. Merolla to speak before the 

Mayor’s Report as he has some other engagement this evening.   

 

Mr. Stibich moved to amend the agenda to add Rick Merolla to the agenda prior to the Mayor’s 

Report; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that as a prelude to Mr. Merolla if Council will recall when Mr. Bemer and the 

Mayor were speaking about the police union contracts they mentioned 28% dependency rate in 

Olmsted Falls and Council was curious about that so he asked Mr. Merolla to address that this 

evening.  

 

Mr. Merolla stated that he did speak to the law director about this dependency ratio which is a little-

known demographic outside of municipal government agencies.  It is a critical factor when evaluating 

the fiscal strength and fiscal sustainability of a city’s finances. The ratio is offered as a percentage of 

the dependent population, there are a number of organizations that calculate this ratio, the World 

Bank, the World Health Organization, the Census Bureau.  This is the percentage of people who are 

not working which is described as people ages 0 to 14 and ages 65 and above and that is the 

definition used by these organizations, divided by the actual working population which are the people 

between the ages of 15 to 64.  Obviously, when you talk about a ratio like this the lower the ratio the 

better your population and that means you have a low numerator which is a low number of people 

that are dependent on the working population. If you have a high ratio you have more people in your 

community that are either not working yet or have already retired and they are dependent on the 

working population to support the services that the city provides. For example, Olmsted Falls has a 
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72% dependency ratio which means 72% of the people in this community are not considered working 

age people so 28% of the population is in fact supporting that 72%. Other communities around are 

about the same; others like Berea are more of a 50% ratio. The United States, in general, has about a 

49% ratio so Olmsted Falls is sort of on the upper edge of what is a dependency ratio. The way out of 

that is to get more working age population into your community and what a lot of cities are banking 

on is a high birth rate so more kids are being born that will eventually enter the work force; more 

immigration to get more working age people from other countries to move in somehow. The goal is 

to get more working age people residing in your town that will pay the taxes necessary to provide the 

services you want to provide to your citizens. That is the background and when you go for a rating for 

a bond issue the rating agency will be looking at this ratio amongst other things that they look at 

when evaluating a city’s fiscal strength.  Demographics is becoming more and more of a factor in the 

way cities are being evaluated for fiscal sustainability. That is a quick summary of what the 

dependency ratio looks like and as he mentioned the solution to a community with a high dependency 

ratio is to get more working age people to move into your community.   

 

Mr. Stibich stated that as an example if you had a family of four, a married couple with two children, 

with a single earner, only one of them is working, that would be a 75% dependency ratio.  Mr. 

Merolla replied no that would be a 50% as they do not really count the number of people working 

they count the number of people within the age groups; they do not have any statistics about how 

many people are actually working they base it on the demographics - the age of the population. Mr. 

Stibich replied if you have a family of four in that category, married couple with two children, and 

next door there is a retired married couple over 65 that would be a ratio of two to six in the wage 

earner.  That would be 1/3 to six for in the one family two in the other six total with two of the 

working ages.  Mr. Merolla replied it would be 67%. 

 

Ms. Jones asked if Mr. Merolla could provide the demographic breakdown and the age ranges 

because she was under the impression, from information we got in the past, that there weren’t all that 

many senior citizens in Olmsted Falls.  Mr. Stibich stated it makes him think that we have a lot of 

kids and retired individuals.  Mr. Merolla stated that to answer the question Olmsted Falls has 37% 

who are in the 0 to 14 age group; 35.1% are the over 65 age group so that comes up to the 72.2%.  

For example, Berea has a 52% dependency ratio; they have 26% children and 25.7% seniors, so they 

are in a much better position demographically than Olmsted Falls. As he previously stated the U.S. is 

53.2% which is 25.6% of seniors and 27% children and when he says children, he means 0 to 14.  Ms. 

Jansen asked where he received this information.  Mr. Merolla stated if you type in dependency ratio 

in the browser there will be a number of different sites that calculate, for example, World Health 

Organization, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and the World Bank.  He believes that some of the 

sites he reviewed uses 0 to 18 for children and 65 and older for adults, so there are different ways to 

calculate. Some do not have 2021 data and some only have 2010 data from the census so you have to 

do a little bit of research. He tried to compare similar numbers for Olmsted Falls, Berea and U.S.  Ms. 

Jones asked if he thought it was a plus that Olmsted Falls has 37% in the 0 to 14 because that means 

we have a lot of families because there are children so there have to be working adults to pay for the 

mortgages; aren’t there different ratio’s you could look at to give a good idea instead of just this one.  

Mr. Merolla replied demographically, this is probably the only one. Like he stated, there are a number 

of factors that people who evaluate cities look at to determine your fiscal strength and this is one. 

There are a number of different factors but when they look at dependency ratio that gives them a 

quick idea if you’re an older population or younger and Olmsted Falls fortunately has more children 

than seniors so that in the long run will be good but in the short term it needs some addressing and 

like he stated the best way to do that is to attract more people into town.  Ms. Jansen stated that the 
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reason she asked is because she just pulled up the U.S. Census for 2020 and it says persons under 18 

the percent for Olmsted Falls is 21.6% and persons 65 and older is 20%, so those numbers are quite 

different.  Mr. Merolla stated that he used the World Bank.  Ms. Jansen stated that these were from 

the U.S. census done in 2020. Mr. Merolla stated that if you use that you would have to look at every 

city and just compare them against the census bureau; he was going against the U.S. bank and 

believes that relatively your probably in the same position as some of the other communities around.   

 

Mr. Swaisgood stated that he is looking at worldpopulationreview.com which has some of the stats 

Mr. Merolla was discussing and were exactly the numbers he was referring to. This site has a lot of 

information, not only dependency ratio but households and families.  Ms. Jones asked where they got 

their information. Mr. Swaisgood stated that this is what he was using while Mr. Merolla was giving 

us the information and kind of compared us with other cities so he doesn’t don’t know specifically 

where they got the information.  Mr. Merolla replied most of the information comes from the U.S. 

Census Bureau.  Mr. Swaisgood replied yes, the website states U.S. Census estimates.  Ms. Jones 

stated that there is a difference between 28% paying for everything and 59% based on the U.S. 

Census from 2020.  Mr. Stibich replied that there seems to be a discrepancy.  Mr. Merolla stated that 

as he previously mentioned, the site he was looking at has children 0 to 14 so if you are going to use 0 

to 18 that would make a difference in the ratio.  Ms. Jones replied that was smaller.  She thinks we 

need to validate our source and see which is right.  Mr. Merolla stated that if you use 18 year old’s 

then the denominator would be bigger and the percentage would go down; so the more people you 

have in the denominator the smaller the percentage is.  Ms. Jones stated that the world whatever said 

37% 0 to 14 and the U.S. Census says 0 to 18 is 21% in Olmsted Falls and Mr. Merolla stated that the 

0 to 14 is 37% and that’s a big difference so she is just wondering how we can reconcile those 

differences.  Mr. Merolla replied that he will look it up.  Ms. Jansen asked if the website Mr. 

Swaisgood was looking at is calculating its figures with the 44138 zip code and including the 

township because that is a mistake that is made a lot. Mr. Swaisgood replied the website says 

Olmsted Falls, Ohio and he doesn’t know if they are going by the zip code or not. Ms. Jansen stated 

that she usually verifies by looking up Olmsted Township separately and if they are not listed then 

odds are they have us both together.  Mr. Swaisgood stated that it states Olmsted Falls total 

population is 8700.  Ms. Jansen replied that is correct.   

 

Ms. Jones asked if Mr. Swaisgood could investigate this issue a little further.  Mr. Swaisgood replied 

yes.  

 

Mr. Merolla stated again, there are a number of different organizations that calculate so if you are 

going to do a comparison make sure that you are comparing the same data from the same source and 

other people use different definitions which will give you skewed results. He thinks it is a good idea 

to have Mr. Swaisgood take a look and compare numbers from different sources and he can help him 

do that. Ms. Jones stated that Berea has Baldwin Wallace so they will have a lot in the 18 to 40 which 

is going to make them skewed too.  Mr. Merolla replied that they have to be residents of the town 

they don’t use transient population in the U.S. Census Bureau; it depends on how they calculated 

those numbers for Berea. Relative to some of the neighboring communities like Westlake and North 

Ridgeville, by the World Trade Organization, they are in the 70% percentage as well so these are sort 

of aging suburban populations is the picture you get from looking at the World Bank data.  Ms. Jones 

stated that is not what she would have guessed for Westlake and North Ridgeville since they have 

been growing with industry, houses, and younger families. Mr. Merolla replied that North Ridgeville 

has a higher percentage of children, but not much.  He will contact Mr. Swaisgood and compare a 

variety of different resources rather than looking at just one.   
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Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated that this afternoon he received an email from the Ohio Municipal League which 

states: “We want to apprise you of new projections for the American Rescue Plan allocations to small 

cities which were generated by the Ohio Office of Budget Management,” which were released just 

this afternoon.  “Our concerns regarding reduced funding for smaller cities were realized as 

municipalities will see a decrease from their initial ARP allocation projections compared to the new 

projections that include distributions to Townships due to the action taken today in Senate Bill 111.”  

He stated that initially if you remember townships were not going to get any money and a lot of the 

townships complained so this action was taken.  This still needs to move through the full legislative 

process.  As you know, we were told that we would receive approximately $1.7 million in this new 

projection we will receive $924,742.00.  He stated that Finance Director Swaisgood will give Council 

a few more details.  He stated that the Ohio Municipal League members are only cities and obviously 

townships are not allowed to be members and the league is telling us to please immediately 

communicate concerns we have about this revenue allocation change to all your legislatures in the 

House, the Senate and the Office of Governance. He spoke with Tom Patton today and will be calling 

Senator Dolan. Ms. Jones asked if most of the townships were in rural areas all of Ohio because she 

thinks Cuyahoga County only has a couple.  Mayor Graven replied yes, but there are many townships 

in the state.  Ms. Jones replied once again the city suffers because of the rural areas.  Mayor Graven 

replied that the townships took some action.  

 

He would like to update Council on the new park behind the library. If everyone will remember at the 

last meeting he reported that they would break ground by the end of the summer; he spoke to the 

OAC members yesterday and they indicated that they are moving faster than anticipated and should 

break ground in late July or early August on the ball diamonds.  He stated that Rob with OAC 

informed him that they are also working with the Alumni Association, on our behalf, and will be 

applying to the Harding Foundation for a $250,000 grant for a new playground with handicapped 

facilities and a senior walking trail. This is great news for the city and using private dollars for a new 

city park.  

 

He stated that effective today he has extended the hours for the Splash Pad at the Village Green. The 

splash pad will now be open until 8:00 PM.  He received a few phone calls from residents asking that 

the hours be extended and after listening to the residents concerns he thought this was the appropriate 

action and hopes the families will be happy with this news.  

 

At our last Council meeting a council person read a letter that she received from a visitor to our city 

who takes pictures on our Covered Bridge and that letter talked about our park bathrooms. As Mayor 

it is not his job to inspect the park bathrooms every morning, obviously the service department 

handles that. Although when he is told about a potential problem with these restrooms as all good 

leaders do he searches for a solution by consulting with our appropriate staff members. So, he 

consulted with Service Director Borczuch and the Police Chief, because there were some vandalism 

matters that affected these places, and later tonight Service Director Borczuch will discuss a way that 

we can handle this situation. You will also hear from Chief Rogers regarding the vandalism that is 

involved and the appropriate action we took to try to relieve this problem.  

 

He stated that he and Council President Stibich received an email from resident Bill Eichenberg 

letting us know about the hard work of our local girl scouts. He indicated that Mr. Stibich will tell 

Council about these dedicated young women during his report.  
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Also, as you know he has been listening to residents who have told him that they are against tax 

abatement for new residential construction. After speaking to a lot of our residents all over the city he 

decided to take action and introduced legislation to end tax abatement for new construction effective 

December 31st of this year. The legislation is on the third reading this evening and if there is a vote 

tonight, he would respectfully request that Council consider vote yes.   

 

Lastly, he received a letter from a gentleman that was born and raised in Olmsted Falls who asked 

him to read the letter at the next Council meeting and that it be entered into the record.   

 

The letter states: “Mayor and City Council of Olmsted Falls – we have a memorable event coming up 

soon, it will be on the last Saturday in June and I hope it starts a tradition in Olmsted Falls. I also 

hope there is a way that this can be presented to all of the political people and those promoting them 

who are running for office this year.  The day is June 26, 2021, hopefully they will not conduct 

themselves the way it was done on Memorial Day.  I do realize that everyone has freedoms to do 

whatever they want to do, when they want, and I fought for those rights.  On Memorial Day while I 

was marching in the parade in Olmsted Falls I was disgusted when I saw Ms. Jennifer Jansen having 

a stand on the parade route and collecting signatures for her running for office and it continued at the 

Village Green.  There are 365 days in a year to do politicking, there are times when some politicians 

are to respect certain days set aside in this country of ours to reflect and honor those who made all 

these days possible.  I ask that whoever is in charge of certain events try to make sure that these 

individuals who run for offices should take a break from this on these days.  This is the day that the 

City of Olmsted Falls wants to say welcome home and thank you for your service to those who raised 

their right hand from Olmsted Falls. I am anticipating many people there from all over the area, let’s 

make sure that Olmsted Falls shows the class it has always had and the respect for all veterans, there 

is a time and a place for everything, this is not the time and place for politics.  I thank all of you for 

making me so proud of my hometown Olmsted Falls the place I love. Thank you, Rick Adler.”  

 

He stated that as Mayor he is not going to issue mandates to City Council and makes no threats of 

censure to any Council person, but he will remind Councilwoman Jansen that when you become an 

elected official in our city and you take the oath of Council person you are bound by the tradition, the 

honor, and the decency that go along with it.  

 

Mr. Stibich asked if the Vietnam Veterans event was on Saturday.  Mayor Graven replied yes, 5:30 to 

6:15 is the Vietnam Veterans Remembrance Day at the Village Green and then from 7:00 to 10:00 

there will be an oldies concert at the Covered Bridge.  

 

Communications from Residents  

 

Jim O’Connor with Pulte Homes, stated that he spoke to Council at the last meeting and gave a 

little bit of an overview from our perspective about how Pulte Homes came into the city.  We entered 

into a significant investment in a project, made a very significant purchase, built a model home, 

employed people and are working through the process and now its as if the repeal of tax abatement is 

literally changing the rules in the middle of the game.  This was a very significant thing that we relied 

on early on.  He talked about this during the last meeting and walked through some of the 

comparative financials where you are taking a parcel of land that was generating about $3500 a year 

in property tax and then you will convert that into 21 individual homesites that will produce in excess 

of $95,000 in property tax.  But, most important what he wants to emphasize and really talk about the 
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principal of tax abatement and how that helps buyers compare one city to another and the presence or 

absence of that tax abatement policy is the very thing that gets them to consider purchasing a home 

within the city and causes them to choose Olmsted Falls as opposed to Westlake, Berea or another 

city.  We believe it is a very productive policy.  While there is a slight trade off in property tax value 

and the city’s share of that is only about $472.00; the potential gains in income tax far off set that and 

those numbers were corroborated by the finance director at the last meeting.  He would encourage 

Council to rethink this policy for the impact that it will have.  As you are hearing from us as the land 

owner and project manager he wanted Council to hear from a prospective customer and someone we 

are working with and how important the tax abatement was in her equation and but for that or the 

absence of that policy she will be looking at other cities.  Again, he wants to encourage Council to 

rethink the legislation and would request the opportunity for Angela to tell her story and her shopping 

experience and what that tax abatement means to her.  

 

Angela Harrigal, 103 Pebble Court, Berea, in the Sandstone Ridge development, stated that as 

Mr. O’Connor stated she is very much interested in moving to Olmsted Falls.  She grew up in the 

Cleveland area, attended Ohio University, came back after college, and established herself here.  She 

is an engineer and commutes to downtown; she likes the west side and being close to the airport.  She 

is looking to lay down permanent roots and start a family.  She is very much interested in new 

construction and is looking at different developments that Pulte is developing as well as other 

developers.  She is definitely considering different cities and of course looking at taxes, income taxes 

and property taxes.  One of the major decision factors of her really targeting this particular 

development and the City of Olmsted Falls is because of the tax abatement so it is a pretty big 

incentive for young professionals, like herself, who are looking to take advantage of a little bit of a 

break in taxes when you are looking to build upwards of a $300,000 to $350,000 home.  It is 

definitely a big factor in her decision-making process.  She is someone who likes to spend her other 

dollars in the places she tends to go to around the block, she likes to spend money in the city that she 

lives in.  She thinks from that advantage point it brings additional revenues to the city.  She hopes that 

Council will consider this when they vote.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that Ms. Harrigal was attracted to this Pulte Development because of what reasons.  

Ms. Harrigal replied the location and the tax abatement.  Ms. Jones asked if she purchased her land.  

Ms. Harrigal responded no, they have not opened up sales yet.  She is waiting for sales to open up and 

move forward with the purchase as soon as she can.  She does have to say if the tax abatement 

opportunity goes away she will consider other options and other cities, this was a major decision 

factor.  Ms. Jones replied that she would love to have her in Olmsted Falls but, she did a lot of 

research and talked to places too and being in the financial world, we get a lot of economic updates 

and right now the housing market is low and people, for existing houses, are paying in excess of what 

we would consider our market value.  That makes her feel like the need is not so great because 

usually tax abatements are offered in areas to do new build where they would better a community, she 

is not saying that Ms. Harrigal would not be welcome or that it would not be a nice neighborhood, 

but, we have to consider the people that elected us and what our constituents want so we are trying to 

consider both sides.  She does appreciate Ms. Harrigal speaking this evening.  She knows one of the 

numbers they said was that you would get a 1.5% interest rate, but that would only be if they lived 

and worked in Olmsted Falls because we give a .75 credit so it wouldn’t be the $1500 it would be 

$750.   

 

Ms. Jones stated that since Mr. O’Connor is present, she is still receiving complaints about all the 

trees that were cut down that should not have been cut down and asked if he could address that at 
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some point because that makes the neighborhood even more upset with the development.  Mr. 

O’Connor replied that in this case Pulte was not the developer of the property, we purchased the 

developed lots, Mr. Kolar who spoke last week had a plan that he brought before the City and that 

was part of the improvement plans.  He stated that Pulte actually purchased the finished developed 

lots and then we will be the vertical builder of the homes.  Ms. Jones replied for the people living in 

that area that is a major concern because they cut down more trees than they were supposed to and 

that did not help with the neighborhood.  

 

Ann Reichle stated: Mayor Graven and members of Council thank you for giving her a minute this 

evening.  She is not asking for any response to this and what she is about to say is only a reflection of 

the actions you and several boards have taken to help a struggling business owner, which she much 

appreciates.  She followed Council and the boards granting variances pertaining to Gibbs Butcher and 

Brews, numerous requests for outdoor cooking and dining.  Yes, it has increased the downtown 

patronage, however, converting the parking lot to an outdoor restaurant has caused other issues. The 

one she is most concerned about is patron parking and this isn’t the first time she has talked about this 

but it is getting worse.  She appreciates the efforts by all parties and have waiting patiently for 

resolution of Gibbs patrons and staff parking in our parking lot in Mill River.  Of course, people will 

park wherever they want to park. There has been parking for Mill River businesses only signs posted 

in our plaza for a number of years, they were not put there due to this issue.  The landlord does not 

wish for patrons of other downtown establishments to be parking in his lot for liability and repair cost 

reasons.  As she has expressed previously to Council, ABR, and Planning and Zoning in the past 

there were only minor problems periodically which we overlooked, there is now a major problem as 

patronage at Gibbs has increased.  She does not and never will wish to see another business in 

downtown Olmsted Falls fail, however, just six days after ABR approved the new sign designs she 

noticed a post on Gibbs Facebook page throwing everyone’s hard work to the wind.  The Facebook 

post from June 16th at 4:50 p.m. reads as follows: “There is a new venue on the second floor of Gibbs 

Butcher and Brews called Jimmy’s Place, it has a cool speakeasy vibe serving awesome food, try the 

ribs and drinks. We are playing Jimmy’s Place for the first time on Friday the 18th from 8 to 11 PM 

we hope you will join us for this intimate acoustic show. Note, additional parking can be found across 

the street.”  This post was created by the artist who is performing however it was posted in its original 

form by Mr. Dixon on his page, there was no effort to correct nor inform the readers of this inaccurate 

statement concerning parking.  Apparently, Mr. Dixon doesn’t care to be a part of the solution to this 

illegal infringement of parking privileges and is not a good neighbor in many ways to multiple long 

time business owners. Mr. Dixon has not once on his Facebook page informed his patrons of where to 

park since his lot was closed, apparently, he is not informing the repeat customers either as she sees 

the same cars and now the same motorcycles parked repeatedly in our lot. Having been a past 

motorcyclist she has seen what motorcycle kickstands do to hot asphalt parking lots.  Her fellow 

business owners and her are not willing to shoulder the costs of this repair for a non-plaza business. 

This issue is only going to get worse if the Bistro is sold, the potential new owner needs to 

understand, prior to purchase, where parking is for that businesses patrons, it is not in Mill River.  

Again, she is only here as a reflection of your actions in trying to led our business community through 

so much darkness.  Thank you for listening.  As of about 15 minutes before the meeting this evening 

she received an email from Mr. Sedlacek at the Eye Place and very soon there will be stickers printed 

to post on every car that parks in our lot and people that walk across the street concerning their illegal 

parking and advanced notice that they will be towed upon repeated parking there.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that the Facebook stated parking across the street and asked if she was thinking it 

referred to the Mill River Plaza parking lot.  Ms. Reichle replied yes.  Mr. Stibich indicated that there 
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is parking on the other side on Orchard.  Ms. Reichle replied that he is not on that street.  If you read 

the post would you assume to go around the block and park on the other side.  Mr. Stibich replied that 

is where he parks so he would say yes, but anyone that is unaware of it, probably not.  

 

Mr. Chitester stated that he is the ABR liaison and asked what she meant by the term illegal parking 

and why did she use that phrase it that way.  Ms. Reichle replied that there are posted signs in the 

Mill River parking lot that have been there for years that states, “Parking for Mill River shoppers 

only” and that is what she means plus there is a towing company listed on the sign as well.  Mr. 

Chitester thanked her.  

 

Ms. Jones asked if the city had anything addressing parking in Olmsted Falls because there isn’t that 

much really.  Mr. Chitester replied that was why he asked the question; Mill River parking lot is 

private property and the city has no jurisdiction.  Ms. Jones replied exactly, she is asking about 

parking in general in downtown Olmsted Falls.  She understands that when Gibbs put their awning up 

it was just a temporary awning because it is not in accordance with ABR rules, but he got it because it 

was temporary for COVID and she is not sure how long the extension lasted.  She also knows that the 

two handicapped spots were taken by that. The only reason there was pavement there was because of 

the two handicapped spots because a lot of our private lots they don’t pave and she was just 

wondering about the handicapped spots and about parking in general.  Mr. Jordan stated that the 

Mayor asked him to look into this issue two or three weeks ago.  Council knows, every city 

throughout the State of Ohio and nationally are using their front spaces which have handicapped spots 

for temporary use during the COVID crisis. It is not unusual that the parking spaces are being used 

for outdoor dining. If you go anywhere around the City of Cleveland they are using the right-of-way, 

they are closing parking lanes and using lanes of streets let along enclosed parking areas during 

COVID.  Specifically, regarding Gibbs they have a right to be there through October and we will 

reconsider whether or not they want to request to extend it any further, so there is no issue, they have 

a right to be in the lot.  Ms. Jones stated that she is not stating that, what she is saying is what are the 

alternatives for handicapped parking and what is our parking situation in downtown because it was 

her understanding when she spoke to somebody that the same spots were counted over and over 

again.  Mr. Jordan stated again he can only talk regarding Gibbs, and they are entitled to use those 

spaces, specifically granted through ABR through October. He is stating that the practice through 

every city nationally, locally and statewide is to allow front parking spaces, which are very frequently 

handicapped, to be used in this way, so there is no issue.  Ms. Jones asked what about when COVID 

is over.  Mr. Jordan stated that specifically on Gibbs again, their permission granted through ABR 

will expire in October.  Ms. Jones stated what about parking in general.  Mr. Stibich stated that Ms. 

Jones was getting off track.  Ms. Jones stated that parking has been a problem and its going to be 

problem. Mr. Jordan stated that the cure to most of this in historic districts is to go to a shared parking 

system where you can use neighboring parking lots because you can’t create space out of thin air. 

Mayor Graven stated that he can tell Ms. Jones that he has gone to the Mill River parking lot on 

numerous Friday and Saturday nights taken pictures of 40 vacant spots and texted it to Council 

President Stibich at different time; it is not overflowing. Ms. Jones stated that if the issue is 

maintenance why don’t the businesses on the other side of the street approach Mill River and ask if 

they could buy in so people can park there and pay an amount towards the maintenance of the private 

lot.  Mayor Graven replied that he is sure they will try.  

 

Mr. Bemer stated that he attends the Planning & Zoning meetings and when Gibbs was there prior to 

Spring there was quite a debate about parking; Ms. Jansen was in attendance as well as Scott 

Williams and the issue of shared parking did come up. He thinks that Garry Thompson was the who 
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was able to pigeon hole the ABR architect ken Martin that it was true that there were a number of 

shared parking agreements with Scott Williams father and the owner of Gibbs into perpetuity and Mr. 

Martin acknowledged that, and so did Mr. Williams.  They basically said that they would work that 

out as Mr. Williams was concerned about the Wedding Gardens during the busy time. The whole idea 

of shared parking is that not everyone will be full between the hours of 7 and 11 on Friday and 

Saturday nights and that’s the whole purpose of shared parking.  He stated that for the sake of 

argument assuming Ms. Reichle concerns are legitimate as Mr. Chitester stated this is a private 

property issue this is not endemic to Olmsted Falls or Berea or any other community every one who 

has a high intensity retail area is going to have parking issues some do valet parking others take the 

necessary steps that Ms. Reichle mentioned and yes that is exactly what she needs to do; post a notice 

that your car will be stickered and he is not sure why they would even do stickers, just have a tow 

truck, which is a great deterrent, sitting there on Friday and Saturday nights so everyone knows if you 

park here your car will be towed; he guarantees those offenders will not park there again but 

unfortunately that is her remedy.  

 

Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-12; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Ms. Jones 

asked shouldn’t the monies for the Vietnam Memorial Event come from the Vietnam Memorial Fund 

because there was a lot left over after last time because it raised a lot of money.  Mayor Graven 

replied that the city received a grant for $1,500 to pay for the event.  Mr. Stibich asked if there was a 

specific item.  Ms. Jones stated that there will be a speaker and the band cancelled.  Mayor Graven 

replied that the speaker is at no cost.  Ms. Jones stated that it says Melanie.  Ms. Buchholz replied that 

was the DJ.  Mayor Graven stated for the oldies concert from 7 to 10 and the charge is $75.00 an 

hour, which is reasonable.  Ms. Jones stated and Upsign for the signs.  Mayor Graven replied that the 

signs we be used every year.  Ms. Jones stated that we have a lot of money left that was raised for the 

Vietnam War Memorial.  Mayor Graven replied that the money was spent on the memorial; it is a 

granite memorial and there are no monies left.  He asked if Ms. Jones was talking about two years 

ago when we raised money for the granite memorial.  Ms. Jones replied yes.  Mayor Graven stated 

that we raised private money which was spent on the granite memorial.  He asked if Ms. Jones had a 

problem with the city spending some money for the Vietnam veterans.  Ms. Jones replied no, she was 

surprised because she thought there was money left over in the grant.  Ms. Buchholz replied no, why 

would there be.  Ms. Jones stated that because they had not spent it all and she knows they were 

talking about doing something with the WWII monument or something else and there was money left 

over and she doesn’t know what happened.  Mayor Graven replied that he is not aware of any money 

left over.  Ms. Jones asked Mr. Swaisgood to send her the accounting for the Vietnam War Memorial 

Grant funds.  Ms. Swaisgood replied that he would get that information.  Ms. Jones stated that she is 

saying if we have the money because money was raised for that, and it has to be spent on that; you 

can’t spend it on anything else because it was a special use fundraiser money. She has no problem 

with the memorial or anything like that it was her understanding there was money left over. Mr. 

Stibich stated that what she is saying is if there is any money left over it should be used for stuff like 

this.  Ms. Jones replied and any money spent should have been used for the memorial.  Ms. Jones 

stated that Upsign and Theresa Goodwin; the concert cancelled that was just a fee because the concert 

cancelled. Mayor Graven stated that we are not having a live band we are having a DJ because she is 

only charging $75 an hour.  Ms. Jones replied so we cancelled the band.  Mayor Graven replied yes, 

and the music will be less than what we pay for the summer evening concerts which he believe 

Councilwoman Buchholz can tell you we usually pay $800 and even with the cancellation fee we will 

pay $650 or less so its very reasonable.  Ms. Jones stated that regarding Upsign, every time a new 
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name pops up on here she looks it up on the Secretary of State business search and they are not listed 

as registered with the Ohio Secretary of State.  Mr. Stibich replied that could mean they are a 

proprietorship and you don’t have register.  Ms. Jones stated that if you are a proprietorship and you 

do business as Paul Stibich you don’t have to register but, if you do business as Upsign then you have 

to register as a dba.  Mr. Stibich indicated that you do not have to.  Mr. Bemer stated that he is not 

familiar with individual sole proprietorships registering their dba; if it is corporate you get corporate 

articles from the Secretary of State and your LLC the same way.  Ms. Jones stated that she regulated 

financial institutions for 32 years and we wrote them all up when they didn’t have the proper 

documents.  Mr. Bemer stated that he does not agree.  Mr. Stibich asked Ms. Jones if her point was 

that she did not believe they were a legitimate business.  Ms. Jones stated that what she is saying is 

that they did not register with the State of Ohio and they shouldn’t be doing business in Ohio if they 

are not registered. We should know our vendors and if they are registered to do business in Ohio like 

she said if you do Paul Stibich CPA you would have to register because of the CPA; if you just did 

Paul Stibich you wouldn’t.  Mr. Bemer replied that was not correct.  Ms. Jones stated that she will 

have somebody from the Secretary of State send it to him.  Mr. Stibich replied that she should.  Ms. 

Jones stated that she would because that is what she did for 32 years.  Mr. Stibich thanked Ms. Jones.  

Ms. Jones asked who Upsign was.  Mr. Borczuch replied that Upsign does all of the city’s corrugated 

signs for all of our park and city events; he is the cheapest one around and has done the signs for as 

long as he has been with the city.  He stated that his name is Walt Kerns and Upsign is his business.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief  
Chief Rogers stated that he has a memorandum to read regarding the vandalism in the park restrooms.  

The memorandum states: “Council President Stibich and members of Council, I have been asked by 

Mayor Graven to communicate with Council regarding the issues that we are experiencing in the city 

parks. As most of you are aware we have experienced this type of activity for many many years, 

every summer the activity escalates and every winter it declines, this sure is no different.  We are 

experiencing calls for criminal damaging, vandalism, drug use and even assaults.  The Mayor has 

directed me to be pro-active in preparing for possible escalated vandalism this summer.  After 

discussing it with him, we have decided to implement measures to control the situation rather than 

responding to it after it has happened.  As you know we cannot police the parks 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week.  However, please know that we are taking action in addition to uniform patrols to 

address these issues.  I know that in the past we have considered getting security cameras for our park 

system, unfortunately this has been cost prohibitive for the city and ultimately has been rejected as an 

option, although I would certainly love to see cameras installed in the parks I certainly understand the 

cost restrictions.  Service Director Borczuch has recommended that the bathrooms at Fortier Park be 

closed for the time being, I agree with him that this should happen at least temporarily until a better 

resolution can be implemented.  If you have any questions or comments please feel free to reach out 

to me.  Respectfully Submitted, Chief Rogers.”  Ms. Jones asked if the bathrooms would be boarded 

up or torn down.  Chief Rogers replied that he is not doing any of that.  Ms. Jones replied that you 

cannot close the bathrooms if they do not have any doors. Mr. Borczuch replied that he will discuss 

this during his report and asked that she allow Chief Rogers to finish.  

 

Chief Rogers stated that he would like to touch on the private tow away zones for the benefit of Ms. 

Reichle as he knows this will eventually come to the police department and he wants to get ahead of 
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it. As Mr. Chitester and the Law Director stated this is private property which the city doesn’t get 

involved in; so we don’t tow and no one from Mill River Plaza has reached out to us for that and he is 

not insinuating that. He does want to direct anyone concerned about this to Section 4513.601 of the 

Ohio Revised Code which covers private tow away zones. He would like to point out that it is ridged 

and there are certain things you have to do to make it legal and the police department wants number 

one for it to be legal but also to cut down on calls to the department of arguments or people wanting 

to fight over whether or not their car is legally being towed. He stated that 4513.601, private tow 

away zones, in the Ohio Revised Code really spells out everything that has to be done in order to tow 

cars out of that parking lot.  

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that he also wrote a memorandum which states: “As most of you already know 

we have had vandalism in our parks each year, this year seems to be getting a little bit worse, as it 

does each and every other year.  Fortier seems to be the hardest hit, most of the time, obviously 

because of the lack of sight from the street and being secluded. The service department does trash 

runs and bathroom checks every Monday and Friday and when we are mowing that particular park. 

Even our new bathroom at East River Park has been vandalized several times since we installed it. 

Vandalism can be minimal at times such as broken windows or rolling toilet paper all over the 

bathrooms, breaking stuff off such as the stainless steel toilet paper dispensers, hand sanitizer 

dispensers, graffiti on the sandstone walls, lighting the toilet on fire, breaking picnic tables, spot 

lights and outlet covers. It gets out of hand cleaning up on a regular basis because it is time 

consuming and costly for the city. Each event can potentially cost $200 to $500 depending on the 

amount of destruction. With minimal staffing these delays can take away from other work that we 

need to be doing.  The police department does a good job rolling through the parks on their patrols 

but as the Chief stated they cannot be there all day long.  Again, we previously looked into cameras 

but they were very costly.  His recommendation is to board up these two particular bathrooms since 

that is where the majority of the vandalism is happening.” In the near future, we will see if we can do 

something with patrols but if that does not seem to stop any of the vandalism then we will end up 

permanently closing those two bathrooms in Fortier Park.  As he previously stated East River is also 

getting hit but there is very little at the Village Green and he thinks that is because there more 

visibility there with more people in and out of these parks. Oddly, after the last council meeting, that 

night, Fortier got hit pretty bad, all the dispensers were broken off and lights were broken off the 

pavilion. He was speaking with Sgt. Flood during the council meeting regarding signs that were also 

stolen off of the front area on the gate so vandalism continues to happen.   

 

He stated that the clerk completed a worksheet for Council regarding the salt bids.  We went out to 

bid this year because after calling around to other cities, as we do, a lot of them were getting lower 

rates than what they had last year; so we went ahead and did our due diligence and went out to bid. 

We received those results and as you see Compass Minerals is the lowest bid for this particular salt 

season at $59.56.  He asked Council for a motion to approve them for the upcoming winter season.   

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to approve a contract with Compass Minerals for rock salt for the 2021-2022 

winter season; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Mr. Stibich stated that it is quite a bit less but is only for one 

year.  Mr. Borczuch replied they only submitted a bid for one year. The city has never used this 

vendor before and they are a little farther away but several of the surrounding cities went with them. 

If we use our option year with Cargill the cost would be $62.15 per ton for this coming year. He was 

getting reports from other cities that salt costs were down in the high 40’s or low 50’s which is why 

we went out to bid but they did not aggressively bid our city.  Mr. Stibich replied that we did not hit 
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the 40’s.  Mr. Borczuch replied no, but, we do not use a lot of salt. We maintain around 1800 ton per 

year with our budget and a lot of these other cities use 5,000 to 7,000 tons yearly.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that approximately six or seven years ago a parking study was completed which 

indicated that there were 400 plus parking spots within a ¼ mile of the downtown area. The group 

that completed that study indicated that was more than enough but people would have to walk to get 

to where they wanted to go.  He is sure that Nick with Omega Realty would be willing to work out 

something with some of the others restaurants and thinks all that needs to happen is probably 

communication.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan stated that he will begin the rotation of sending the apparatus in for preventative 

maintenance.  Engine 1 went in this week but he has yet to receive the list of what repairs will need to 

be made.  We got called out to look at some of the issues they found on Engine 1. He would like to 

thank Councilman Munteanu for spending a few hours with him yesterday morning when we went 

out and got a good birds eye view of the apparatus. Some of the work will need to be extended into 

December or January for more repairs on the Engine. We will get the engine back within a reasonable 

amount of time and then come December or January it will need to go back in for other repairs. He 

stated that after the Engine comes back he will send the Tower in for repairs.  

 

Tom Jordan, Economic Development Director 

Mr. Jordan stated that the retail industry, which he is sure many are following, is the slowest to 

rebound. Some of the emergency orders are being lifted, however people are not immediately 

returning to their former lifestyle or spending habits and it seems that it is disproportionately affecting 

the retail industry. Locally within Olmsted Falls, as you are aware, the French restaurant and another 

office building we have been in conversations with the realtor, and it looks like they will move. Some 

people are taking advantage of a down real estate market to try and find a bargain, but it will be some 

months before they can redo them and get them suited to be occupied.  Again, manufacturing and the 

other industries seem to have been steady through the COVID and are doing fine. The county held a 

regional meeting of economic development individuals and the region is actually doing better than 

most are nationally. So, the variables from the county’s standpoint is that they too are waiting to 

come up with some programs for the American Cares Act funds but are awaiting some final numbers 

and rules before they do that. We do not want to duplicate anything they are doing or what the state is 

allowing and will target more locally, if the funds are available and there is no other need within the 

city’s budget. We also await the CRA amendment vote this evening. He has been in contact with the 

state and county since we have current abatements we have some annual reporting requirements that 

we have to fulfill and we will get those filed appropriately.  

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director  

Mr. Swaisgood stated that he would like to provide an update on the ARPA funds and add more detail 

to the mayor’s summary. He stated that guidance on the ARPA funds are still flowing in and we see 

some sort of guidance every week. He stated that with the news he received today he is glad we did 

not formalize a plan on how to spend the money which he knows some cities did. Around 4:00 today 

we received the news that the current state bill in front of the legislators does give the townships a 

portion of the allocation, which as predicted would impact municipalities under 50,000. As the Mayor 

stated we are estimated to go from $1.7 million, that we were supposed to receive, over two years 

down to $924,000 over two years. Again, this still has to be passed through the state legislators but 
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the news today and the fact that there are estimates out there is concerning to the municipalities under 

50,000. 

 

He also wanted to touch base on some legislative items, specifically the CRA item. He just wants to 

rehash the facts on the financial side for City Council again. Just a reminder that the city’s portion of 

the property tax paid by each parcel is only 10.88% of total property tax paid so the liability still to 

the city is small and that is why he showed the numbers two weeks ago. The city’s portion on a 

$350,000 home with the abatement would be $446.00; compare that to what a household income of 

$100,000 would be to the city if 75% of the household worked outside the city we are looking at a 

benefit to the city of $500.00 per household. He believes it is very important to bring up the facts 

again on those financials. As the city’s finance director it is hard to ignore the benefit to the city on 

having the CRA and bringing in new residents and new households.  

 

He stated that on the agenda tonight is Resolution 36 which is the second and final legislative step to 

place the fire levy renewal on the ballot for the November 2nd 2021 election. The county certified that 

the 1.9 mills is expected to generate approximately $365,000 per year for five years for fire personnel 

costs which is approximately 19 cents for each $100 of valuation. Again, residents are currently 

paying this tax and this is not a request for new money it is only a renewal.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that there is one other piece of legislation on the agenda which is the policy for the 

budget stabilization fund or rainy day fund.  Mr. Swaisgood replied yes. This is specifically related to 

the budget stabilization fund that we discussed at the June 1st work session. This establishing a 

General Fund reserve policy which provides some sort of guidance and steps to be taken as far as 

review of the General Fund reserve along with the budget stabilization fund and steps going forward 

to analyze that fund and receive approvals through Council to utilize the reserve if it falls below or 

above a certain threshold. This policy is on tonight’s agenda for consideration. Mr. Stibich stated that 

he does not know if Council wants more time to review the policy or if they think it is adequate or if 

they want to make changes. He stated that if Council agrees that the policy is good then we should act 

on 31-2021, which is the legislation that creates the fund.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III  
Ms. Buchholz would like to remind everyone that the first summer concert will take place on Sunday, 

June 27th from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. at East River Park.  The band is QS Jazz and is a trio of five.  We are 

suggesting that everyone bring their own chairs, blankets and picnic baskets if you would like.  She 

stated that Grand Pacific Popcorn Company will have popcorn for purchase.  

 

The next Park and Recreation meeting will take place on July 12th rather than July 5th as most of the 

board will be on vacation the week after the 4th of July.   

 

She would like to thank Joanne Dumound.  She wrote a beautiful article for Cleveland.com 

highlighting the Yoga in the Park with pictures and descriptions.  This was a wonderful display of our 

city, showing East River Park and people doing yoga.  She also wrote about all three concerts for the 

summer including who would be playing and the times of the concert.  She stated that Ms. Dumound 

does a fantastic job of highlighting our city.  

  

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I  
Mr. McFadden stated that he believes the CRA is a good idea and thinks Council is being short 

sighted. He believes that it needs to be publicized more and the residents living in the city need to 
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know they can take advantage of it. This will also bring new members into our community. He stated 

that every other city is doing this and we are in competition with all the surrounding communities so 

we need to keep pace with them.  

 

He stated that the parking situation downtown and he has not studied it as much as Ms. Jansen or 

some of the other council members, but it seems to him that this a private matter that needs to be 

worked out between Gibbs and the owner of Mill River. Like everyone is saying we don’t need the 

parking all at one time; some of the parking is at night and some is during the day; there is plenty of 

parking to fit everyone’s needs so let’s get it worked out. He does not know if the city can get 

involved in any way because it is private property but it is a shame that there is this discord 

happening over parking.  

 

Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV  
Mr. Chitester stated that it is quiet on his front.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to recess Council for the months of July and August and authorize the finance 

department to pay bills during that recess; Ms. Buchholz seconded.   

 

Ms. Jones asked if this would be to pay customary bills.  Mr. Stibich replied to pay the city bills.  Ms. 

Jones asked any bill?  Mr. Stibich replied any bill.  Ms. Jones stated she does not have a problem with 

them paying the normal bills that we have budgeted and planned but she doesn’t want to come back 

and found out they spent $30,000 on a corn field.  Mr. Stibich replied that Ms. Jones could vote no if 

she would like.   Ms. Jones asked if there was a way to word it; she means they can pay the bills that 

they normally pay.  Ms. Jansen stated that similar to what Ms. Jones is saying is this just for anything 

that normally would not need Council approval.  Mr. Stibich replied yes to pay normal bills for July 

and August.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  During polling Ms. Jones stated for routine bills.   

 

Councilwoman-at-Large, Jennifer Jansen  

Ms. Jansen stated that most of the questions she had have already been addressed this evening.  In 

regard to the outhouses being closed will there be port-a-potties available during that time.  Mayor 

Graven replied no.  Ms. Jansen asked if we had a date.  Mayor Graven replied no, as he has to consult 

with the Police Chief and Service Director.  Mr. Stibich stated that he would recommend that the city 

post a sign indicating that restrooms are available at the Village Green.   

 

Ms. Jansen stated that in regards to Gibbs, she gets several complaints about multiple things going on 

over there and asked if it was possible for Council to hold a work session during the summer with 

Planning & Zoning, ABR, the downtown businesses, Scott Williams, since he is the owner, and the 

building department and try to get everyone on the same page and come up with a solution.  She 

asked if anyone would be in favor of that. Ms. Jones replied yes.  Mr. Stibich stated that he thinks the 

first step would be for the owner of the plaza and the tenants to meet with Gibbs privately to see if 

they can work this out themselves as it is a private matter. If Council wants to invite them to a work 

session to discuss then we can do that.  He took a poll to see who would be interested, Mr. McFadden 

yes; Brian no; Cornel yes; Yvonne yes.  Sometime this summer we can have a meeting with the 

group.  

 

Ms. Jansen stated that regarding the CRA there was discussion about amending it to somehow 

grandfather a certain amount of time for the people who are already developing the area and asked if 

that was something we would be interested in doing.  Ms. Jones replied that she thought we discussed 
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last time that we were going to meet with the developers and the residents about the CRA and the 

Mayor was going to be there and discuss it. Ms. Jansen asked if Council wanted to table this now or 

vote yes or no. Ms. Jones replied that we can vote a yes or no.  Ms. Jansen asked if anyone else 

wanted to discuss this matter.  Mr. Stibich replied that Council has several options we can vote on it, 

table it, or amend it. If we want to amend it that should be done before we move to adopt. If you want 

to discuss it when we get there and then see what Council’s pleasure is; if someone makes a motion to 

adopt and someone seconds it then we will have a vote.   

 

Councilwoman-at-Large, Lori Jones 

Ms. Jones stated first off since she felt like before when she mentioned that dba’s and the name lets 

call it trade name registration, you still have to register the name and everyone said no. The Ohio 

Secretary of State’s frequently asked questions “who is required to register with the Ohio Secretary of 

State” obviously all businesses have to.  Mr. Stibich asked Ms. Jones to send an email. Ms. Jones 

replied that she sent this to everyone. If you do business under your personal name, i.e. Bob Smith 

then you need to register with our office but if you are doing business under the name Bob Smith’s 

Automotive Shop then the name must be registered with our office; you can file for a fictious name 

registration or tradename registration but dba, other than your immediate name have to be registered 

with the Ohio Secretary of State. You can go to the Ohio Secretary of State’s page under frequently 

asked questions and she put that section in the email she sent to everybody so you can see that she 

does know what she’s talking about.  Mr. Stibich thanked her.  

 

Ms. Jones stated that she believes at the last meeting when the developers and the builders and 

everyone was there, we did discuss having a meeting. She suggested that we have a city wide Zoom 

meeting for all residents that want to hear the discussions and Mayor Graven suggested that Council 

hold a work session and said that he spoke with the Council President and told him to take his time, 

she’s reading our minutes from last meeting, there will be at least three readings and suggested it 

even be tabled so Council takes it time and gets its feedback from the builders, potential new 

homeowners, and current residents.  Mr. Stibich asked what date that meeting was. Ms. Jones replied 

June 8th, 2021, our last meeting.  The minutes said that we would listen to the residents and the 

builders and try to be fair with everybody.  Mr. Stibich asked what she was suggesting.  Ms. Jones 

responded instead of voting on it tonight we have a zoom meeting work session.  Mr. Stibich 

indicated that Council is having a WebEx meeting now.  Ms. Jones stated that what she is suggesting 

is we can have a meeting in person where we have the residents and the builders and Council all 

together and talk about the CRA. Mr. Stibich stated that this item has been on the agenda for three 

readings.  Ms. Jones responded that she is just saying that the mayor and her agreed last session and 

he asked Council President if he would hold a work session and you said yes.  Mr. Stibich responded 

that Ms. Jones wants a work session almost a public hearing for residents to speak because we have 

heard from the builder and potential buyers but there has been no resident to address Council.  Ms. 

Jones stated that the mayor has heard from residents and she has heard from residents and she is sure 

other Council members have to. She and the mayor were talking about just even if you get them all 

together then you can calm everyone down.  Mayor Graven stated that when residents call him he 

informs them that they are entitled to speak at a council meeting because there is resident comments 

section and they could talk during any of these meetings, but we can’t force residents to attend 

meetings.  Ms. Jones asked if he no longer wanted a meeting. Mayor Graven replied that was up to 

Council.  Ms. Jones stated that he recommended one last time but can change his mind.  Mayor 

Graven replied again that it is up to Council to decide what they want to do. Ms. Jones stated that in 

order to be fair to everybody we get all the residents together and get the numbers that Mr. Swaisgood 

was researching and the discrepancies between the world bank and the US Census Bureau and we do 



  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 06/22/2021 

  Page 147 
 

                    

one more meeting.  She has never known Council not to meet at least once during each month but 

maybe this year we won’t. So, yes she thinks everybody needs to feel heard although the Mayor has 

heard it plenty of times in his ear.  She is inclined to support the mayor’s position because she does 

not want to appear to not be listening to the whole picture and get revised numbers.  

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report 

 

Council President Paul Stibich  
Mr. Stibich stated that the Mayor mentioned that he received an email from Mr. Eichenberg to draw 

our attention to the services that the Girl Scouts provided above and beyond what is normal for a lot 

of city events.  Mr. Eichenberg’s email states: “I would like to call your attention to Girl Scout 

Service Units 716 under the guidance of Mrs. McCarthy there was also an independent Girl Scout 

Zoey, these young ladies participated in both the Memorial Day Ceremonies, the Chestnut Grove 

Union Cemetery Ceremony on Saturday May 29, 2021 and the Parks and Recreational Memorial Day 

Ceremony, Monday, May 31, 2021. On Saturday after three veterans placed a wreath at the American 

Legion Post 403 Memorial I would say the name of each military branch and a Girl Scout from 716 

took a younger girl, a Brownie, and the girls placed a flower at the memorial. These young ladies of 

the 716 then came to the ceremony at the Village Green and for the conclusion the Girl Scouts carried 

the American Flag and the Girl Scout Flag to the Harding Bridge and at the bridge each girl would 

drop a carnation into Plum Creek; back in 1887 they used Rocky River.  People should know the 

devotion, dedication, hard work and great example these young ladies are setting. The girls were most 

respectful and courteous at the events, they didn’t act like they had to be there, and they stood quietly 

and patiently. They have a great scout leader to guide them in Mrs. McCarthy, the example she sets 

I’m sure has a good influence on them.  They did it two times on two separate days maybe the 

example they set will inspire other young people to learn about our history on their own.  I use to 

teach history and really believe that people are not so disrespectful of the past if they are taught about 

it. It may not be the biggest thing to you but I believe these young people should be encouraged; I’m 

very proud of them.  They represent the future and we and their parents are better able to help teach 

them about our history.  Thank you, Mr. Eichenberg.”  Mr. Stibich stated that he would like to 

acknowledge Girl Scout Troop 716 officially at this meeting and congratulate them and thank them 

for the service they provided during the Memorial Day services.   

 

Secondly, as he mentioned earlier, if we do close the restrooms at Fortier Park he would suggest 

putting a sign there to indicate that there are restrooms at the Village Green. 

 

He stated that this will be the last Webex meeting that we have so any meeting we have in the future 

work session, regular or special will be live.   

 

He would like to ask Ms. Jones if she has scheduled the legislation meeting yet to review legislation.  

Ms. Jones replied that she is looking at July 17th at 9:00 a.m.  Mr. Stibich asked her to discuss a date 

with her committee members and let the rest of Council know.  Ms. Jones asked if Council would be 

having a special meeting or hearing to discuss the CRA for new builds or not.  Mr. Stibich stated that 

we will find out what Council wants to do tonight if we table or schedule another meeting.  

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director – No Report  
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Old Business  

 

Ordinance 10-2021 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE WAGES, BENEFITS AND OTHER 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES  Tabled on Third 

Reading (03/09/21) 
 

Ms. Jones asked if the law director had any updates.  Mr. Stibich replied that the Conciliator’s 

decision has not been received.  Before Council makes a decision on this ordinance, we need that 

determination.  We also need to have a better look at the RITA income tax collections, which may not 

be until August so Council may need to wait until September.  

 

Remained on Table 

 

Ordinance 31-2021  

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE CREATION AND USE OF A BUDGET 

STABILIZATION FUND, PURSUANT TO SECTION 5705.13(A)(1) OF THE OHIO 

REVISED CODE  Third Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Mr. Stibich stated that this is the budget 

stabilization fund.  We also have Ordinance 37-2021 which sets the police for the fund.  Clerk 

Mancini indicated that this ordinance is on third reading and a motion to adopt is appropriate.  Mr. 

Munteanu moved to adopt; Ms. Jones seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 32-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING OLMSTED FALLS CODIFIED ORDINANCE PART SIX 

“ADMINISTRATION,” SECTION 248.03 ENTITLED “APPROVALS” REGARDING 

PURCHASING PROCEDURES   Third Reading 

 

Ms. Jones moved to table; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.   

 

Ordinance 33-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 27-2019 WHICH IMPLEMENTED 

SECTIONS 3735.65 THROUGH 3735.70 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE AND 

ESTABLISHED THE OLMSTED FALLS COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA IN 

THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, AND DECLARING AND EMERGENCY   Third 

Reading 

 
Ms. Jones moved to table; Ms. Jansen seconded.  Voice Vote: 2 ayes (Jones, Jansen); 5 nays. 

Motion failed.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.   

 

Ms. Jansen asked if the legislation could be amended to grandfather for two years the construction 

that has already started.  Mr. Stibich asked Ms. Buchholz if she would remove her seconded; Ms. 

Buchholz replied no.  Mr. Stibich asked if Mr. Chitester would withdraw his motion; Mr. Chitester 

replied no.  Ms. Jones stated that she believes Council has to vote on motions to amend.  Mr. Stibich 

replied that there was a motion to adopt before a motion to amend.  The motion on the table is to 

adopt.  Ms. Jones stated that she is not against this from what she hears from residents, but she feels 
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that it would be fair to everyone and that is what she wants to be fair to both sides.  Mr. Chitester 

replied that he believes three readings is fair; people have known about this for two years which is 

also fair. The fact of the matter is Council can also re-submit this legislation down the road and put it 

back on the docket. We can vote on this current legislation and then choose to amend later or add a 

grandfather of sunset clause; lets vote on this current writing.  Ms. Jones stated that she is not sure 

giving someone years that other people if they have the same development going the same year 

because they were grandfathered.  She understands and has gotten the same phone calls as the mayor 

and other Council people. She just felt we could come to some resolution between everybody.  Poll: 2 

ayes (Jansen, Jones); 5 nays. Motion failed. During polling Ms. Jones asked if the motion was to 

adopt.  Mr. Stibich replied that the motion is to adopt the change the CRA.  Do you want the change 

or not? Ms. Jones also stated that Mr. Chitester made the motion to adopt.   

 

Resolution 36-2021 

A RESOLUTION SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS OF THE CITY THE QUESTION 

OF THE RENEWAL OF ALL OF AN EXISTING 1.9-MILL TAX LEVY FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE SALARIES AND SALARY-

RELATED EXPENSES OF PERMANENT FIRE PERSONNEL IN THE CITY’S FIRE 

DEPARTMENT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  Second Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend. The Clerk responded that Council needs to amend the legislation to 

include the figures from the County.  Mr. Chitester withdrew his motion. Ms. Buchholz moved to 

amend Resolution 36-2021 by substitution with Resolution 36-2021 (AMENDED); Ms. Jones 

seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz 

seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading 

in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester 

moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 
Ms. Stibich would like to point out to Ms. Harrigal that the CRA legislation failed so there will not be 

a change in the tax abatement policy.  The residential tax abatement on new housing will still be 

available with no time limitation.  Ms. Harrigal thanked Mr. Stibich for the information.  

 

New Business  

 

Ordinance 37-2021   

AN ORDINANCE ENACTING SECTION 234.13 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO 

CODIFY A POLICY GOVERNING THE BUDGET STABILIZATION (“RAINY DAY”) 

FUND AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Ordinance 38-2021 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 840 ENTITLED “PEDDLERS AND 

SOLICITORS” SECTION 840.03 OF CODIFIED ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 

OLMSTED FALLS ENTITLED “EXEMPTIONS” AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   

First Reading 
 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Mr. Stibich asked Mayor Graven if he 

would briefly explain the amendment.  Mayor Graven stated that there was a resident in Falls Pointe 

who filed a complaint with the police regarding ice cream trucks.  We reviewed the codified 
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ordinances and the resident was correct in that ice cream trucks on random routes were not allowed. 

When this resident would call in to make a complaint it put the police officers in an awkward 

position having to tell the kids that we could not allow the ice cream truck. We all would like to make 

the kids happy and knows when he was a little kid we had ice cream trucks. He believes this is the 

right thing to do for the community and hopes that Council supports the amendment to allow ice 

cream trucks on random routes.  Mr. Stibich stated that the legislation adds an additional exception 

for ice cream trucks.  Mayor Graven replied correct.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 

0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 39-2021 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FROM 

THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS FOR A GRANT FROM THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY 

DIVISION OF SENIOR AND ADULT SERVICES FOR THE CONTRACT PERIOD 

JANUARY 1, 2022 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2023 AND IF AWARDED, ACCEPTING 

SUCH GRANT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 
 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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